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Welcome to Purple Radio

Purple Radio is the official student radio 
station for the University of Durham in the 
North East of England. Purple is part of 
Durham Students’ Union, based in Dunelm 
House and is one of only three Recognised 
Media Organisations that exist within the 
union. We are currently one of the largest 
societies, with over 250 paid members that 
contribute to the running of the station.  We 
have our own professional studio and office, 
from where Purple Radio is broadcast during 
term time. Our broadcast hours change each 
term but usually range from 9:00am till 12:00am on weekdays. 

With 150 shows per week, there is huge 
variety within the station, from 
entertainment shows with music from 
charts, specialist music programming for the 
music lover to speech shows for news, sport 
and debates. We let our presenters choose 
the structure of their shows, to make them 
as unique and interesting as possible. All 
shows are monitored by our executive team 
to ensure the content does not breach 
Ofcom rules of broadcasting. At the end of 
last term, the station had a record number of 

listeners with over 2,500 connections per week connecting to our stream. Our website 
has direct links from the DSU’s front page and has around 12,000 hits per week, making 
it the ideal place for you to advertise.  We also work with Palatinate, as the other main 
media organisation in the union, interlinking our sites and giving more exposure to 
students.

Purple also undertakes special events, such 
as live broadcasting at the Jam By The Lake 
musical festival in June 2008, a 24 hour 
broadcast to raise money for charity with 
acoustic performances from two local 
bands, who donated their services for free.  
For the upcoming year, we are intending to 
continue these special events as well as 
revamping to our news team, extending our 
music team for more interaction with local 
artists, more shows, more presenters and 
more listeners. 
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Sponsoring Packages
Last year, Purple was sponsored by two national sponsors - the mobile network 3 and Centrica, 
who both advertised on our website and on air. We hope to continue this by extending our 
programme to reach smaller companies, local firms as well as larger organisations. 

Website Advertising

Our primary form of advertising for the upcoming 
year is through our website. With direct links from the 
DSU and Palatinate sites, thousands of students and 
potential customers visit our website to connect to 
the station, explore the schedule and other content 
we have on offer. As the only student station, we have 
the unique position to allow you to communicate 
your products and services to our listeners.

We have graphic banners that appear on the front 
page that span the width of the content area and will 
appear immediately to visitors. For commercial organisations, we will be charging £20.00 per 
week for a standard banner. Depending on how many other sponsors we have, this may be in 
rotation with others. For student societies, we are offering a special rate of only £15.00 per week, 
ideal for advertising special events.

Our Purple Player will also have room for adverts, when 
launched in October. The player is the primary means of 
listening to the station, in a popup window, with details of 
the current show, current song, our webcams, a contact form 
and upcoming shows. Over 90% of our listeners used our 
player last year and we expect even more in the future. For 
commercial organisations, we will be charing £25.00 per 
adverts here and £20.00 for student societies.  Again, there 
may be several sponsors running in rotation on the player 
but we will ensure your advert gains the exposure you have 
paid for.

Pricing Summary

Front Page Banner for Student Societies    £15.00 per week
Front Page Banner for Commercial Organisations   £20.00 per week
Purple Player Advert for Student Societies    £20.00 per week
Purple Player Advert for Commercial Organisations  £25.00 per week

Each banner will be placed at the in the content area on the front page and may link to your website in 
a new window if required. Banners can either be designed by yourself or our IT & Systems team if 
required. All student societies must be approved by the DSU and have proof they belong to the union. 
Discounts will be given when three or more weeks of sponsorship on the website are purchased. Your 
adverts may be placed in rotation with others, depending on how many customers we have.
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On Air Advertising

To gain direct access to our listeners, we 
provide the opportunity for you to advertise 
on air.  Our own production manager, 
Tom Featherstone, has been working in 
audio production for several years and will 
work with you to create the perfect jingle 
for your products or services. Jingles will be 
played twice an hour (maximum) during 
broadcasting hours, and usually last for 10 - 
20 seconds. Voice overs are professionally 
produced and edited in house to meet our 
high standards. Our presenters will be 
instructed to play these whenever necessary to ensure your product/service gains the 
exposure it deserves. Jingles will usually advertise both the station’s website and your 
products.

Our pricing is more flexible than website advertising, as the costs will change, depending 
on the length of the jingle, how many jingles are required and how many weeks you 
intend to advertise on our station. See below for some sample pricing. However, we 
strongly suggest you get in touch with your requirements and we can provide accurate 
pricing.

Pricing Summary

Commercial Organisations

These figures are for a typical jingle with different voice overs for each jingle and then 
edited into several 10 - 15 seconds jingles.

Three Jingles and Two Weeks On Air   £200.00
Three Jingles and Four Weeks On Air   £350.00
Three Jingles and Term On Air    £450.00

Student Societies

These figures are for a typical jingle with different voice overs for each jingle and then 
edited into several 10 - 15 seconds jingles.

Three Jingles and Two Weeks On Air   £125.00
Three Jingles and Four Weeks On Air   £250.00
Three Jingles and Term On Air    £375.00

Unless in exceptional circumstances, we would not allow for more than two sponsors on air, as it tends 
to disrupt programming and interfere with the flow of a show. All jingles must be approved by our 
executive team before they will be allowed on air. 
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Posters and Clothing Advertising

Each term, we will produce a run of posters 
and hoodies to promote the station.

Hoodies are available to all students and 
are very popular with members of the 
station. They are usually available for 
around £15.00. If you wish to have your 
logo included in our next run, please get in 
touch soon.

Posters are printed on A2 extra-glossy 
paper and placed in strategic points in 
Durham. In the past, our on air sponsors 
have been included in these posters to 
provide some continuity to the image of the station.

Combination Package

If you are interested in a full sponsorship package, we can offer an on air and website 
advertising package for a full term for only £750.00 - this includes advert on the Purple 
Player and on air jingles. If you wish to be included in our poster and banner runs, this be 
included for an extra £150.00. Please see our contact details below and we can provide 
more information.

We hope you have found something to interest you here and we look forward to working 
with you to bring your products and services to the students of Durham. Limited spaces 
for all adverts are available so please get in touch soon to find out more information.
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Contact Information

If you are interested in any of the packages we have on offer, would like to 
know more information or have any questions, then please feel free to get in 
touch with us.

Our Station Manager, Sebastian Payne, will be able to help you with your 
enquiry.

Email   station.manager@purpleradio.co.uk

Website   www.purpleradio.co.uk
 
Phone   07724 830 316

Address   Purple Radio
    Dunelm House
    New Elvet
    Durham
    DH1 3AN

If you wish to visit Purple Radio, please contact the Station Manager first to 
arrange a time.
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